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Dear DC BZA, 
 
As the directly abutting neighbors (1722 First St NW Condominium), we are writing to register 
our grievance with the “House of Beer & Wine” petition to open on 1720 First St NW. The 
“House of Beer and Wine” does not have any distance to each other and share a common wall. 
1722 First Street Condominium contains two households, one of which includes a small child, 
and is operated by the two owners of Unit 1 and 2. Both occupants moved into the 
condominium while 1720 First Street was occupied on the ground level, and had a family living 
on the second floor. The manager of the property frequently used the street garbage cans to 
dispose of household waste, since they failed to provide adequate trash cans for their tenants. 
This also led to a substantial increase in vermin in the area. The vermin problem became so 
severe that it not only affected the health of the neighborhood, but also to us installing 
countless traps to contain the rodent population. Furthermore, we had to call the policy several 
times to intervene in domestic disputes that spilled out into the public. We attest that at no 
point in the last eight years has this property ever had or operated a commercial enterprise. 
Furthermore, there are two convenience stores two blocks up, another one block down, all of 
which also sell beer and wine. The “House of Beer and Wine” will be the only commercial 
operation on what is now a residential block, and would have a significant negative impact on 
the peace, order, and quiet of our neighborhood. Furthermore, the owner has indicated that he 
would like to have food trucks to come on to the property and set up chairs and tables outside 
his establishment. These chairs would be in the front of the property and would harm the 
residential character of the block. There are no other commercial properties on this block.  
 
Emily and Anthony Adeleke  
President, and Treasurer, 1722 First Street Condominium  
Unit 1  
 
Jonathan Gilad  
Secretary, 1722 First Street Condominium 
Unit 2 


